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PATRIOTS. 


N preſuming to lay before You a PS 
per en thus Subject, where could I 
more properly Addreſs it, as being 
Written in a Cauſe ſo nearly Tour 
G 


In our melancholy View of the Violent Proſecu- 
tion of that Party-Rage, which has ſo long broken 
out among ſi Us; not ſo much to ſee Our Diviſions 
fo wide andirreconcilable, as the Grownds of them 
ſo weak and ſo unreaſonable; how can we bear 
tbe Enemies of the Government in arraigning the 
5 0 : Very 


5 To the Britiſh Patriots, 
very SOVERAIGNTY, as ſtanding on an un- 
righteous F ſtabliſbment; when truly Examining, 


neither in our Own or other Chriſtian Kingdoms, 
into the Foundations of Soveraign Power, andthere- 
by ent the Legality of” ſuch an Eftabliſhment , they 


dare ſo arrogantly end ſo peremptorily, by their 
own Single Deciſion, fix the Title and Right of 
CROWNS. one 


Ii withthe ſame hardnedConfidence they deſire 
be World to beleive, that there's a reſtleſs Party 


now amongſt us, all animated by a Republican 


Spirit, and now confederating not only to overturn 


_ the Church but the Monarchy reo. And all this 


we mnſt take upon Truſt, from their own bare Aſſer- 
tion; without the leaſt Sign or Token, through the 


whole Deportment of the Party ſo accuſed, ney 


to give us even the Shadow of any ſuch Incli- 
nation. | : 7 


Nay, Worthy Gentlemen, Ton Tour Selves 
eſcape not the | irwlence of the ſame rancrous De- 
tration; whilſt our Pilots at the Helm, having 


Eſtud liſot an entire Eaſe and Freedom to all Prote- 
Rant Subjeds, endeavouring therein, as far as 


Hwnane Concils can provide, to cultivate an Uni- 


verſal Amity, as 2 National Fleſſing, to be tranſ= 
mitted down even to lateft Poſterity « Nevertheleſs 

from their General Grace and Favour, in the Pa- 
 eifick Meaſures. taken on this Occaſion, extended 


amongſt the Refi to this very Party, ſo branded 
and ſo flyguiatiz'd';, upon that very Conceſſion they 


are 


whole Filth of a Paſt Ape ( 
bade been then committed) for. 


| To the Britiſh Patriots. 


gre charg'd with no leſs then being dip! in their | 


Conipiracy, and conſequently in ther own hearti- 


t Labour for ſupporting the Conſtittion, ga 


arg Preſentcd as Cc andes. inely deſigning and mark: 
ing the Subverſion of it. For what though th-fe 


angry Clamonrers may not be hardy enough to I pe 
plainly on ſo bold a Subject, their „ e aud 
24 


Suggeſtions that Way are manifeſily apparent ts 


every common Penetration. 2 1 


Hence tis the Enemies of the Adminiſtratwn 
carry on their Paper War with all that unfair Hoſli- 


lity, when as the Wild Indians Battle, their Argu- 
ments, like the others Weapons, are Poyſon d. 


Thus by bringing the Government even into 4 
Plot againſt it ſelf, how eaſy is it for Wit and Malice 
(Jo monſt1 ous a Gorgon ance raid = lato che 

DH aults 7 


Caſe carries this Fuſtification with it, viz, Where 


the 


To the Britiſh Patriots. 


the Charatiey is or ought ro be, the Faireſt, the 


Blotts in it are the more notorious, And therefore 
in the juſt Correction of too ſhameful Faults, at leaſt 
where the Chaſtiſement is made by no other Laſh 


then that of Reaſon and Argument, the ſeverer the 
Stroke, tis ſo much the Honeſter. For alas, we 


cannot (even in meer Charity) hold the Mirrour 


too cloſe, at leaſt to the Front f Willful and Ob- 


ſtinate Errour, eſpecially wliere the Deformities 


it Preſents may not be wholy incurable, 
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BROTHER, 55 
Ns *ris my unhappineſs to have a Rela- 
IE A 


5 tion ſo near me, no leſs then a Man 
1 of Letters, advanced to an Eccleſiaſtick 
AE Preferment, inveſted with a conſidera- 
ble Paſtoral Authority in the eſtabliſn'd Church 
of England, and yet ſo vow'd an Enemy to the Set- 
tlement of the Crown in the Proteſtant Line of Suc- 
ceſſion, (as indeed our Church has too many ſuch 
Sons) that in all Converſation, at leaſt where You 
dare be ſo bold, (and truly to animate Your bold- 
neſs, You take care to herd with Your Kind) You 
are ever weak enough, or rather vain enough, to 
open Your Heart and be very Elegant on that par- 
_ ticular Subject. As a Brother, and an elder one, 
I have been often admitted to Your ſelect Society, 
tho? known to be of a = wag Kidney from wh 
WO 
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reſt of Your Companions ; nevertheleſs conceiving 
no Fears from a Brother, and one profeſſing ſome- 
thing of Honour, with an equal hardineſs You 
have been very profuſe of Your Tongue on ſo be- 
loved an Argument, *Tis true in reſpe& to Con- 
verſation, and likewiſenot affecting to be particular, 
1 have therefore been ever backwards in entring 
into Diſputes with You. However as I can hold 
out Silence no longer, I have thought fit this way 
to communicate my Thoughts to You, in which I 
Thall claim ſome Privilege and Authority, though 
from nothing more than my Superiority of Years, 
to argue Matters fairly, lay open Truth plainly, 
and rebuke Faults heartily. 5 3 


Your Tenderneſs and Concern for the Wrongs 


of Princes, in no leſs a Charge againſt Us than the 
diſinheriting the Righrful Heir of a Crown (for 


that's Your Plea) carries a plauſible Face, and goes 
a great way towards the miſleading both Yourſelves, 


and the leſs thinking Populace, intoa very unhappy 
Deluſion. The Foundation therefore that You 
build Your Cauſe upon ſhall be our Buſineſs to 


ſearch, whether it be of Rock or Sand. 


Io enter into which Inquiry it Lies before Us to 
examine into the fundamental Titles and original 
Claim of Princes. And here I'll begin with that 
celebrated and never diſputed Right derived from 


Conqueſt. I 
Conqueſt, tho? fo juſtified and defended on all 
Hands, to give it its true Definition, what is it but 


prevailing Power, and generally founded on down- 
right Rapine, viz, in one Prince or Potentate's at- 


tacking another, and forcibly wreſting his King- 


dams 5 


C77 


doms or Dominions from him. And what's more 


amazing in the glorious Character given this bold 


Atcheiver: Whether he makes his Attaque with 
the leaſt previous Pretenſion of Fuftice, or Provo- 
cation for the Foundation of his Quarrel, (as Hea- 


ven knows many a weak one has been ſtarted on 


ſuch an Occaſion) or gives no other Plea but An- 


bition ;, it matters not. Ay and tho' he puſhes on 


with all the Barbarities and Ravages of War, even 
to the ſetting our Cities, like ſo many Worms, Spires 


and Franckenaals a blazing, or whatever can be 
imagin'd yet more dreadful ; tis all the ſame ſtill. 


_ Conqueſt, whatever dark Steps it may make in its 
Progreſs, yet leaves no Blot in its Scotcheon when 
accompliſn'd. No, all Acquiſitions of that kind 


meet equally an univerſal Recognition, and ſtand 
alike legitimatized by the ſame publick and general 


Acknowledgment. Nay, and tho? attended with 


the utter Subverſion of the Government in what- 


ever new Model of Sovereignty the Conqueror's 


uncontroul'd Will and Pleaſure ſhall think fit to 


_ eſtabliſh ;, ſtill the whole Vox Popul; would give 


it on his Side againſt us, avowing that all this he 


might do by the Right of Conqueſt, and ſtill chal- 


lenge our entire Submiſſion and Obedience to him, 
tho' no longer Subjects but Slaves. 5 

If Conqueſt therefore, though purchas'd at any 
Price, and its Authority tho' ſtretch'd to the moſt 


rigorous Tyranny, yet bears fo eſtabliſn'd a Repu- 
tation, and ſtands fo upright in the Eye of the 
World: Pray, let me ask You-----If weigh'd in the 


lame Scales of Equity, and by a fair Parity of right 
Reaſon ; how comes it that the 3 
„ attend 
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attended the Prince of Orange, ſhould be ſo blacken'd 
and branded, as You and Your Murmurers have re- 


preſented it? ; . 
Was it ſo Criminal, becauſe it was leſs Sangui. 


nary then the bloodier Revolutions made by Con- 


queſt ? Was the Peoples more voluntary Submiſſion 
ſo Wicked; and is a compulſive one ſo Righteous 2. 
Or did it ſo heinoutly offend You becauſe it ſup- 


ported not deſtroy'd our Conſtitution; ſecured both 


to us and our Poſterity, all that ought to be neareſt. 
and deareſt to us? *Tis true, it had ſo far the Ef- 


fects of Conqueſt that it ended in the removal of one 


Sovereign, and ſetting up another, Ay, Brother, 
Hinc illæ lacrime ! Hence the full outcry of Lour 


whole Party, You loſt Your King James. Nay, 
and to heighten the pretended Barbarity againſt 
that unfortunate Prince, and thereby render the 
National Deliverance more odious; what monſtrous 
Suggeſtions did You make of the Reaſons that in- 
duced Him to retire into France, viz. That had He 
ſtay'd in England His very perſonal Safety might 


have been threaten'd, poſlibly to the tharing no leſs 


then His Father's Fate, or ſomething equivalent 


to it. And therefore *twas high Time for Him to 


uſe all means to eſcape ſuch impending. Venge- 


ance, G c. Good God ! Can any Man in his right 
Wits ; nay, could King James Himſelf, with all 
His Terrors about Him, believe His Perſon in any 


ſuch real Danger! What! Becauſea pack of uſurp- 
ing Traytors, the then Lords of Miſeule, in the 


Days of Anarchy and Confuſion, ſupported by their 
mercinary Bands, and all ſelected Miſcreants, e- 
very honeſt Briton being long excluded from ac 

. | oci- 


[3 ] 

Society, and denied even the leaſt Hand at the 
Helm with them: Becaufe theſe Barbartans, I ſay, 
durſt ſhame a whole Kingdom, by ſo horrid a Blow 
as His Father's Murther ; does it therefore follow, 
that the whole Body of the Nation (for ſuch we 
account our Parliament) wou'd ever conceive even 
the leaſt Thought of copying from ſo impious and 
execrable an Original.-----No, Brother, Male-Ad- 
miniſtration can be inſpe&ed, amended, and pu- 
niſh'd too, without the leaſt touching the Perſon 
CV / ĩ ( OLE TL-e7f: 
Look You, Brother, we here join with You, that 
the Perſons of King's are ſacred, and their Miſ- 
government, as to their own part in it, ſtands only 
accountable to God. But then conſider, that as 
King's have long Hands, thoſe Hands are none of 

their own, What leaſt Act of Tyranny, or pub- 
lick Oppreſſion, tho* commanded and commiſſioned 
from the Throne, but what is perform'd by ſelect 
Agents and Inſtruments, If an unjuſtifiable Com- 
mand therefore from the Prince, as God's Anointed, 
gives us no Power of arraigning the Crownd- head, 
Nevertheleſs the unjuſtifiable Obedience of the Sub- 
ject that executes or adviſes thoſe Commands lies 
liable to the ſevereſt Proſecution, And in this 
Caſe tis juſtly ſaid, That a King can do no Wrong. 
No, becauſe whatever He may Will amiſs, His 
Acfings are not properly, at leaſt not immediately, 
His own. N V 
And here to juſtify this Authority (eſpecially 
in the Britiſh Conſtitution) even of the Popular 
Examination into all ſuch Afings ; conſider Bro- 
ther, that our Monarchs at their Euſtalement take 
C e e 
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a Coronation Oath, and by whom adminiſtred but 
by a Subject? Now as that very Oath implies 
ſome Obligation laid upon the Prince in ſuch and 
ſuch Limitations or Boundaries of Sovereign Sway, 
it naturally follows, that the Power that Admini- 
fters an Oath, claims an Authority both of exa- 
mining and chaſtiſing the Breach of it. Other- 
wiſe an Oath is no more then an empty Ceremony. 
And here tho? the {exalted Dignity of Kings may 
{et them above any ſuch Inquiſition and Correction, 
their criminal Tools that work under them, are no 
ways exempt from the Scales and Rods of Juſtice. 
This King Zames very well foreſaw, and had 
He continued amongft us, what cou'd He have 
expected but to have had His deareſt Popiſh Dar- 

lings, no leſs then the heavenly Labourers in the 


Re- edification of his fallen Mother Church, expos'd 
to the Vengeance of Devils.-----For their Judges, 


as Hereticks, to a bigot Romaniſt, lying under a 
State of Damnation, may not be improperly ſo 
ſtiled. And conſequently from a full Aſſurance of 
having His new laid Foundation not only utterly 
eraſed, but His own Power ſo clip'd, as never to be 
able to make a Second Attempt: Thus tho' with- 
out the leaſt Dread of His own, whatever Mar- 
tyrdom His Cauſe might expect to ſuffer, he choſe 
rather to run to France, tho' with the hazard of 
dropping a Crown, unleſs favour'd by a kind Bro- 
ther of His own Kidney, with a military Power to 
recover it; rather then ſtand the mortification of 
any ſuch Inquiry. And had King Fames's Iriſh 
Expedition ſo anſwer'd His own, and His dear 
Lewis's Wiſhes and Endeavours as to have remount- 


ed 


Ly i 


ed Him by the Sword, I leave You to gueſs (had 


God fo deſerted us;) As He ſet out fo Febu-like 
in his firſt Four ſhort Years Reign, how rapidly (if 


ſo re-inthron'd) wou'd he have driven to the end of 
And here fairly to argue the general Cauſe of 
England in the Meaſures then taken in our own 
Preſervation, it will not be amiſs to examine the 
Conduct and Practiſe of other Chriſtian Nations in 


an equal or like Caſe. And here Brother, let us 


take our firſt View Northwards, by inſpecting into 


the preſent turn of Affairs in Swedeland. What- 


ever natural Motives may have carried the Swedes 
to this new Eſtabliſhment of their National Secu- 
rity ; they were far ſhort of thoſe that led us to 


the Settlement of our Proteftant Line of Succeſ- 


Be... 


. For firſt here was no Danger that threatned their 
Religious Eſtabliſhment, Popery, we all know, ſtands 


{o utterly Baniſh'd from their Territories, that not 
a ſingle Prieſt dares ſet Foot on their forbidden 
Ground, Their change of Government was wholy 
owing to the Preſervation of their Civil Rights and 
Liberties, Their late King reign'd over them with 


an entire deſpotick Power, but {till with no tyran- 


nick Adminiſtration. No, quite otherwiſe, he had 
the Law on his Side, for they had parted with their 


Liberties no longer ſince than in his Father's Reign, 


and granted their Monarchs that Power. Never- 


_ theleſs their unhappy Conceſſion of ſuch an un- 


bounded Prerogative gave them fo dreadful a Re- 
troſpection into their late miſtaken Folly ; that to 


prevent the future Danger of any ſuch Arbitrary 


Regency 


Regency from any Lineal Succeffor that might pof- 
ſibly affect the Pattern ſet them by their late Mo- 


narch, they have new model l'd their Government 


by an Elective Succeſſion, thereby either to mould 


their Sovereign Princes, or find thoſe already mould- 
ed, to their own likeance, as being henceforward a 


Creation of their own, with no other true Claim 


of Right then that of the People's Act of Grace. 
Oh, Brother, what Murther and Sacrilege has 


here broken out! Les, what ſlaughter Work has 


here been made upon Your own darling Divinity 


of indefegible Right and unalienable Succeſſion : 
And all this Revolution from no other Plea, then 
Salus Populi ſuprema Ler. l 


And now, Brother, from this new Baſis of the 
Swediſh Governments far beyond the Settlement of 
our Succæſſion; as the Swedes are all Proteſtants, 


their Church Government Epiſcopal, and the 


whole Articles of their Faith very little differing 


From ours: If therefore the Goſpel Light Shines 


no leſs in Swedeland than in England; and con- 
ſequently the ſame Chriſtian Duty (one would 


think) ſhould equally bind there as it does here; 
but on the contrary we find their Obligations of 
Allegiance ſo ang e to Yours, ſure a 

whole concurring 


ation there, or the narrower 
Band of our diſſatisfied Murmurers here, muſt be 


one of You in a damnable Error. 


Next, Brother, take a ſhort Tour into France, 
and examine the Government there.----- Tho' their 
Monarchy be Hereditary, however they have one 
Bill of Exclufion long paſt amongſt them, againſt 


the Female Heirs of their Crown. No Woman 


muſt 


[9] 
muſt reign over them. And why that Exception 
againſt her? Alas, a very weak one: vis, A 
Woman was thought incapable of well governing 
a Martial People, (as ſuch were the Gaul) and 
therefore the Birthright of a Daughter of France, 
whenever her Priority of Blood ſhou'd happen, 
utterly foreclos'd, her Claim of Inheritance for e- 
ver ſet aſide; and all this by a human Eſtabliſh- 
ment. For their Salique Law was no more. 
Here Brother, to compare Caſes betwixt France 
and Britain, I dare ſwear for you, as much as you 
ſtand aggriev'd for want of your Darling Chevalier 
on the Throne; if you dare ſpeak Truth, you 
cannot but from your Heart acknowledge, that a 
 Popiſh Succeſſor here in England is much more in- 
capable of well governing a ProteFant Nation; than 
a Female One cou'd be ſuppos'd of well governing 
a Martial One in France, © 5 
Nov if a Neighbouring Kingdom can be allow'd 
to make or continue ſo notorious a Breach into 
their direct Line of Royal Succeſſion, and all but 
to fence againſt a meer Shadow of Popular Danger 
from ſuch an Adminiſtration : And the entire Ac- 
quieſcence to the Force of that Law has been ſuch: 
that a Remoter Male Heir has ſtept into the 
Throne upon Occaſion, in Bar to the nearer Female 
Blood, without the leaſt Charge of Uſurpation a- 
gainſt him: Is Soveraign Succeſſion therefore fo 
Wholly tyed up to your Fure Divino only here in 
old England, whilſt human Laws and Law-makers 
can run ſuch Lengths in the Diſpoſal of Scepters 
and Soveraignty oy, without the leaſt Blame 
| Fo on 
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Regency from any Lineal Succeffor that might poſ- 


ſibly affect the Pattern ſet them by their late Mo- 


narch, they have new modell'd their Government 


by an Elective Succeſſion, thereby either to mould 


their Sovereign Princes, or find thoſe already mould- 


ed, to their own likeance, as being henceforward a 
0 Creation of their own, with no other true Claim 
of Right then that of the People's AR of Grace. 


Oh, Brother, what Murthber and Sacrilege has 
here broken out! Les, What ſlaughter Work has 


here been made upon Your own darling Divinity 
of indefezible Right and unalienabis Succeſſion : 
And all this Revolution from no en Plea, then 5 


Salus Populi ſuprema Lex. | 
And now, Brother, from this new. 7 Baſis of thi | 


Swediſh Governments far beyond the Settlement of 
our Succeffron ;, as the Swedes are all Proteſtants, 
their Church Government 


Piſcopal, and the 
whole Articles of their Faith very little differing 
from ours: If therefore the Goſpel Light Shines 
no leſs in Swedeland than in England; and con- 
ſequently the ſame Chriſtian Duty (one would 


| think) ſhould .equally. bind there as it does here; 


but on the contrary we find'their Obligations of 


Allegiance ſo E oppoſite to Yours, ſure a 


whole concurring Nation there, or. the narrower 
Band of our diſſatisfied Murmurers here, muſt de 
one of You in a damnable Error. 
Next, Brother, take a ſhort Tour into Fre, 
and examine the Government there.----- Tho' their 
Monarchy be Hereditary, however they have one 
Bill of Exclufion long paſt amongſt them, againſt 


the F * Heirs of their Crown. No Woman 


muſt 


J. 
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muſt reign over them. 0 And why that Exception 


againſt her? Alas, a very weak one: vis, A 


Woman was thought incapable of well governing 
a Martial People, (as ſuch were the Gauk) and 
therefore the Birthright of a Daughter of France, 


whenever her Priority of Blood ſhou'd happen, 
utterly foreclos'd, her Claim of Inheritance for e- 


ver ſet aſide; and all this by a human Eſtabliſh- 


ment. For their Salique Law was no more. 
Here Brother, to compare Caſes betwixt France 


and Britain, I dare ſwear for you, as much as you 
ſtand aggriev'd for want of Jour Darling Chevalier 
on the Throne; if you 


are ſpeak Truth, you 
cannot but from your Heart acknowledge, that a 


 Popiſh Succeſſor here in England is much more in- 
capable of well governing a Prote tant Nation; than 
a Female One cou'd be ſuppos'd of well governing 


a Martial One in France, © Et, 
Now if a Neighbouring Kingdom can be allow'd 
to make or continue ſo notorious a Breach into 


their direct Line of Royal Succeſſion, and all but 
to fence againſt a meer Shadow of Popular Danger 
from ſuch an Adminiſtration: And the entire Ac- 


quieſcence to the Force of that Law has been ſuch: 
that a Remoter Male Heir has ſtept into the 
Throne upon Occaſion, in Bar to the nearer Female 
Blood, without the leaſt Charge of Uſurpation a- 


gainſt him: Is Soveraign Succeſſion therefore fo 


wholly tyed up to your Fure Divino only here in 


old England, whilſt human Laws and Law-makers 
can run ſuch Lengths in the Diſpoſal of Scepters 


and Soveraignty _— without the leaſt Blame 
| | | Me on 


5 L 10 J 
on their Side, and yet with ſuch a hideous Charge 
of Implety thrown upon ours! oP 
Let us make one ſhort Viſit more into Spain, the 
Eldeſt, (for ſo ſhe ſtiles her ſelf ) Kingdom of Eu- 
rope. How ſtands the Scepter there l -.-- Why 


truly not over ſtrongly upon Hereditary Claim; 


being in the preſent Hand accepted as a Bequeſt or 
| Donative (ſomewhat a large Legacy l) to the now 
King Philip, by the laſt Will and Teſtament, (by 
whom or how that laſt Will was made argues no- 
thing) of his Childleſs Predeceſſor. And yet 


from this very Title, as the Spaniards have re- 


ceiv'd him for their King, what wants there more! 
Who queſtions but they owe him, and will un- 
doubtedly, as they ought, pay him their honeſt 
and bounden Duty, and Allegiance. 


Nay, for Security of his controverted Right to 


the Spaniſþ Crown, to fix his Foundation ſafe, and 
for other valuable Conſiderations you ſee he has 


ſince enter'd into a ſolemn Renunciation of all 
Claim of Birthright to the Crorwn of France, to the 


whole Excluſion of himſelf, his Heirs, and all his 
Poſterity for ever. CARE 


Now as there lies but one Life, viz. That of 


the preſent King of France, and Philip of Spain's 


Hereditary Call to the Gallick Throne. «- If that 
Life ſhou'd fail, whatever the Ambition of Philip 
himſelf might aſpire to, tho' with the vileſt Breach 
of Faith; would avy honeſt Man arraign the 


Subjects of France, (tho' ſome of them bound poſ- 


fibly in former Oaths to their late Grand Leis, 


and his Right Line of Succeſſion) for the leaſt 
Breach of Divine or Human Laws, in ſtanding 
inviolably firm to the new Settlement of the Royal 


—— — 


Heirs 
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Heirs of France, tho? to the utter Excluſion of tlie 
nearer Spaniſh Veins to the end of the World. 
lou fee, Brother, how the indefeizible Right 
of Soveraigns and unalienable Duty of Subjects, 
is bandied and toſt about till *tis almoſt quite loſt _ 
in other Chriſtian Countries: even fall'n ſo low 
as to be diſclaim'd and abjured ; and all in meer 
| Sacrifice to Political Intereſt. But ve miſere 
Woe to poor England] No Invaſion of Soveraign 
Right, or Transfer of popular Duty, muſt be al- 
low'd her for any Intereſt whatever 5 
After this fair Inſpection into ſo many of our 
Neighbouring Monarchical Conſtitutions, we'll 
take one View of a Democratical Government in 
our nearer Neighbourhood, that of the United 
Provinces in the Netherlands. -- And here let us 
trace their Power and Dominion up to their Ori- 
ginal, -- You very well know that they were firſt 
Subjects of Spain, who under the Oppreſlion of 
their Tyrannical, tho' otherwiſe rightful Soveraign, 
by Revolt and Deſertion from him, gain'd their 
Freedom ; and what by their own Strength, and 
the Call of Foreign Hands to their Aſſiſtance, fo 
entirely threw off their Yoke, as to raiſe them- 
ſelves to be their own Lords and Maſters in an 
Eſtabliſh'd Common-wealth, 
This Common. wealth has now held 150 Tears, 
and which even that Spain they revolted from, 
and all Nations allow to ſtand upon a juſt Eitabliſh- 
ment, their Democratical Authority and their 
Subjects Obedience, acknowledg'd their Rightful 
Claim. And if nom, why not ever their Rightful 
Claim! Ay, there's the queſtion that muſt * 
| | tne: 


run pure Streams) in the Divine Commands of 


aca 


the Right of Soveraignty and Empire even thrg' 


| the World, 


If a Soveraign Power or Dominion obtain'd by 


_ revolting and diſobedient Subjects againſt a Lawful 


Soveraign, ſhall be ſaid to be founded in Iniquity; 
when does it become Lega]? Can the ſame Go- 
vernment be Wicked to Day, and Righteous to 


Morrow ? As ſuch it muſt be according-to your 


Scheme of Right and Wrong: And therefore call 


the whole Body of your Caſuiſts to anſwer this 
fair Queſtion. How long and how many of thoſe 


150 Years their Government ſo founded, continued 


in that Iniquity, and when it aſſum'd its Legality. 


No, Brother, for a fair Deciſion of that knotty 


Point, *tis very reaſonable to conclude, That as 


the Hand of Heav'n appear'd in relieving and reſ- 


cuing them from their Oppreſſions, by raiſing them 


to that Pow'r that both wrought and ſecur'd their 
Deliverance 2 The Divine Aſliitance to their Cauſe 
unqueſtionably gave a Sanction to that Power fo 
acquired even 40 Initio. And therefore we may 


| honeſtly aver, That their Government commenc'd 
in Fuſlice. Otherwiſe as all, or at leaſt the grea- 
ter Part of the Changes:of Government, that have 


accur'd.in all Nations, are founded in Violence, 


vis. The forcible Diſpoſſeſſion of one Regnant 
Power to make Room for another; ſuch a Diſ- 
| poſſeſſion too not made but by the Concurrence of 
aſſiſting Providence: If all ſuch new Originals of 


Power, ſo often ſet up in every Part of the World, 


in one Age or another, were founded in manifeſt i 


Unrighteouſneſs (as corrupt Fountains cannot wel! 


Our 


1130. 
our Obedience to the Rulers ſer over us; it wou'd 
be hard to ſay, that the Almighty Diſpenſer, no 

leſs then the Univerſal Soveraign, ſhould inſtitute 
ſuch an Oeconomy of his own Vicegerents thro! 
the World, as to enjoyn us that Obedience to a 
Power or Powers wholy z&ing by an unrightful 
Authority. F 

But as ſpacious a Field of Argument as the 
whole neighb'ring World affords us on this Sub- 

ject, not to found the whole Strength of our 
Cauſe only upon Example and Precedent No, 
Brother, I ſhall conclude my Diſcourſe with you 

on this Head, by tracing up of Soveraignty and O- 
bedience to their yet more Divine Original, viz, 


The Authority of Princes and the Duty of Sub- 


jects, as they ſtand given and enjoyn'd by God 
himſelf, 3 5 
And here we muſt look backwards both to the 
Time thoſe Divine Oracles were deliver'd, that 
enjoyn'd that Obedience, and to the then reigning 
Powers to whom that Obedience was firſt comman- 
ded to be paid. This Inquiry muſt lead us to the 
Nativity of our Bleſſed Saviour, who aſſumed his 
Humanity in the Reign of Auguſtus, the then Se- 
cond; and enter'd into his Divine Commiſſion in 
that of Tiberius, the Third Roman Emperor. 
Here it obliges us in courſe, to examine what 
thoſe Emperors were, and whence they deriv'd 
the Power and Dominion they held. That Rome 
had continued for many Hundred Years a Com- 
mon- wealth, and how potent her Arms, and how 
large her Acquiſitions, is ſufficiently recorded. --- 
Now Julius Ceſar being elected one of her Con- 


ſuls, 


1 
ſuls, a Dignity tho' of that exalted Honour, yet 
ſtill no more than one of the higheſt Poſts ot Ser- 
vice under the Senate; this fortunate Heroe by his 
numerous, and indeed unequal'd Victories, having 
added ſuch large Dominions to the Roman Subje- 
ction, a little too highly elevated by his Succeſſes 
in the publick Service, ſet himſelf up for their 
perpetual Dictator, by the Style of Emperor, there- 
by arrogating the Supreme Power to himſelf; an 
Ambition and Uſurpation fo heinouſly reſented by. 
them, that not all his glorious Services cou'd a. 
tone for; whilſt by a Conſpiracy. rais'd againſt - 
Him, he was murder'd in their Senate-houſe, 
Upon his Fall, inſtead of reſtoring the Repub- 
lick-to their Original Grandeur and Rightful Sove. 
raignty ; on the contrary in the then divided Fa- 
ctions of Rome the moſt powerful Party (and Pow... 
er and Will together, You know, Brother, do all. 
Things) the Creatures of their Emperors, viz. their 
_ own Mercenaries the Army, not only naturally 
fond of their own leading Heroes, but no * 
pleas'd with this new Frame of Government, of 
which themſelves had been the principal Foun- 
ders: Yes, theſe that ſupported the Firſt Cæſar, 
now. wanted a Second, and fo call'd his Kinſman 
Of evius Ceſar to ſucceed him. 8 
Octavius ſo call'd, to take off the Odium which 
from the whole Reins of Government lodg'd in 
any one ſingle Hand, a Republick Conſtitution 
might reaſonably conceive againſt him; by a poli- 
tical Piece of Management, ſubmitted to be joyn'd 
in Commiſſion with Marc Antony, and Lepidue, 
and fo to aft together as a Treumvirate. 1 3 
Here 
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| Here 't was remarkable that the Ambition of the 
firſt Ceſar, tho' ſo ſeverely puniſh'd, ſtill reigning 


amongſt them, each of them too proud to bear 
Partners in Empire; as Octavius held too high a 
Figure, and carried the largeſt Share of the Sove- 


raign Sway, the other two Colleagues enter'd into 


a: bloody - Conteſt againſt him. Of theſe Two, 
 Lepidus- was more early and more eaſily cruſh'd, 


But the Hoſtilities between Octavius and Antony 
held many Years :: And here we may obſerve, that 


that very Antony that publickly declaim'd to the 


People of Rome, over the Body of the firſt mur- 


der'd Ceſar, ſo magnifying his Virtues, and all his 


publick Services, cou'd nevertheleſs riſe in Arms a- 
gainſt a ſecond Ceſar, Ay, and with not the leaſt 
Blemiſh to the niceſt Roman Honour. For what- 
ever Perſonal Merits he might find in either of the 


Ceſars, He cou'd find none in their Tzz/es, He 

had no Charge of Rebellion to anſwer for. No, 
he very well knew his Com petitor's Creation, ſo 
far (as ſorais'd) from any Rightful Dominion over 


him; that *rwas all but fair Spoil between them: 
His own Ambition was equally juſtifiable with 


that of his Rival's. 


After his Overthrow, the whole Roman Sove- 
raignty center'd in the ſingle now Victorious Ofa- 
vius, who affecting the whole Regalia of his Pre- 


deceſſor, was pleas'd to be ſtyled Auguſtus Ceſar, 


Second Emperor of Rome. Aſter this compleat 


Acceſſion to Empire, the Swords thro' the whole 


Earth being ſheath'd, twas then in the Reign of 


Univerſal Peace, the God of Peace took his Incar- 


nation, and made his humble Entry into the 
World. Tiveriue:» 


| T -v6]_ 
Tiberius the Third Roman Ceſar, mounted into 
the Imperial Seat by more indirect meaus then ei- 
ther of his Predecellors, But take them all toge- 
ther, they were more properly ſet up by the Fo- 
pulace, with the Senate's leaſt or not hearty Inclj- 
nation. Not but this new Change of Govern- 
ment retain'd ſome little Face of a Kepublick till, 
whilſt the Senatory Patricians unable to ſtem fo 
ſtrong a Torrent, ſoon ſubmitted to run with the 
new Stream (more their Weakneſs then Virtue) 
with a poor ſpirited Compliance to the new Dig- 
nity of their C#/ars, chooſing rather a Fragment 
of Authority with them, then be wholy exclu- 
ded, and loſe all, no longer a reigning Common. 
wealth z No, now at belt no more then a ſubſer- 
vient Part of the Miniſtry to a Superior Power a- 1 
bove them. The Roman Emperors thus ſtept over | 
the Heads of their former Lords and Maſters, and 
trampling the whole original Right of Govern- 
ment under their Feet, even in the moſt favoura- 
ble Character we-can give them, very well deſer- 
ved the juſt Title of Uſurpers, ELIE 
Twas in this Reign the Goſpel Light broke 
forth, and 'was to this Tiberius, tho' a Heathen 
and Uſurper, was the firſt Oracle of Obedience to 
| Rulers, delivered from the Mouth of our bleſſed 
Redeemer himſelf, in that ſhort, but comprehen- 
{ive Precept, Render to Cæſar the Things that are 
Cæſar's, gc. A Doctrine more largely diſplay'd 
by his Deputed Subſtitutes, our Apoſtolical Guides 
in Divine .Commiſhon under him. 1 
And here, Brother, I cannot forbear this, I 
hope no improper, Reflection. That as it lay . 
. e the 
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the Breaſt of God to ſele@ the Time when he fent 
his Son into the World; had his Miſſion been in 
any of the Reigns of the Lineal Kings of 7Fudab ; 


and then this Doctrine had been preach'd by any 


of his "Apoſtles, or by our Saviour himſelf, it 
might have given you and your Caufe ſome little 
pretended Handle of Argument in your Defence. 


But now it looks, as if he ſent him down in that 


Age, and under thoſe then ruling Powers, when 
_ enforcing that important Article of his Goſpel-Com- 
miſhon, the leading Commandment of the ſecond 


Table, viz, Obedience to higher Powers; ſhou'd 


put all ariſing Diſputes on that Subject to an Eter- 
nal Silence. „ e ene 


When St. Paul in his larger Treatiſe of Obedi- 
ence to Rulers ſet out with that great Precept; Let 


every Soul be ſubject to the bigher Powers, he en- 
forced that Chriſtian Duty, by no leſs an Argu- 
ment, then, that There is no Power but of God, 
And yet as if he had not been expreſſive enough 


in that ſolemn Declaration of the glorious Origine 


of Soveraignty, he farther adds. The Powers that 
be, are ordain'd of God As undoubtedly reſolving 
to quiet all Scruples and prevent all poſſible Mi- 


ſtakes, in that more peculiar Direction to what 


8 Powers our Duty was to be pay'd, US, The Pow- 


Caſe of England, in all human Proſpect, never 
Here, Brother, think ſeriouſly with your ſelf 
into what Labyrinth and Confuſion does your Fan- 
taſtick Opinion lead you. When beſides your fly- 


ing in the Face of all Divine Authority, fo plain 


F againſt 


. 
Tiberius the Third Roman Ceſar, mounted into 
the Imperial Seat by more indirect meaus then ei- 
ther of his Predeceſſors. But take them all toge- 
ther, they were more properly ſet up by the Po- 
pulace, with the Senate's lealt or not hearty Incli- 
nation. Not but this new Change of Govern- 
ment retain'd ſome little Face of a Kepublick ſtill, 
whilſt the Senatory Patricians unable to ſtem fo 
ſtrong a Torrent, ſoon ſubmitted to run with the 
new Stream (more their Weakneſs then Virtue) 
with a poor ſpirited Compliance to the new Dig- 
nity of their Ca: ſars, chooſing rather a Fragment 
of Authority with them, then be wholy exclu- 
ded, and loſe all, no longer a reigning Common. 
wealth 5 No, now at beſt no more then a ſubſer- 
vient Part of the Miniſtry to a Superior Power a- 
bove them. The Roman Emperors thus ſtept over 
the Heads of their former Lords and Maſters, and 
trampling the whole original Right of Govern- 
ment under their Feet, even in the moſt favoura- 
ble Character we can give them, very well deſer- 
ved the juſt Title of Uſurpers, . 
*Twas in this Reign the Goſpel Light broke 
forth, and 'was to this Tiberius, tho' a Heathen 
and Uſurper, was the firſt Oracle of Obedience to 
Rulers, delivered from the Mouth of our bleſſed 
| Redeemer himſelf, in that ſhort, but comprehen- 
five Precept, Render to Cæſar the Things that are 
Cægſar's, &c. A Doctrine more largely diſplay'd_ 
by his Deputed Subſtitutes, our Apoſtolical Guides 
in Divine Commiſſion under him. e 
And here, Brother, I cannot forbear this, I 
hope no improper, Reflection. That as it lay 0 
5 the 


„„ 
the Breaſt of God to ſelect the Time when he ſent 
3 his Son into the World; had his Miſſion been in 
3 any of the Reigns of the Lineal Kings of 7udab, 
1 and then this Doctrine had been preach'd by any 
of his Apoſtles, or by our Saviour himſelf, it 
might have given you and your Cauſe ſome little 
pretended Handle of Argument in your Defence. 
But now it looks, as if he ſent him down in that 
Age, and under thoſe then ruling Powers, when 
1 enforcing that important Article of his Goſpel- Com- 
3 miſſion, the leading Commandment of the ſecond 
Table, vis, Obedience to higher Powers ;, ſhou'd 
put all ariſing Diſputes on that Subject to an Eter- 
nal Silence. OW EY A Ed op a. 
When St. Paul in his larger Treatiſe of Obedi- 
ence to Rulers ſet out with that great Precept; Let 
every Soul be ſubject to the higher Powers, he en- 
forced that Chriſtian Duty, by no leſs an Argu- 
ment, then, that There is no Power but of God. 
And yet as if he had not been expreſſive enough 
in that ſolemn Declaration of the glorious Origine 
of Soveraignty, he farther adds. The Powers that 
3 be, are oraain'd of God As undoubtedly reſolving 
1 to quiet all Scruples and prevent all poſſible Mi- 
4 ſtakes, in that more peculiar Direction to what 
SE Powers our Duty was to be pay'd, vis. The Pow- 
4 ers that be, not thoſe that be nor, and what in the 
Caſe of England, in all human Proſpect, never 


Dal be. ON. 
1 Here, Brother, think ſeriouſly with your ſelf, 
* into what Labyrinth and Confuſion does your Fan- 
3 taſtick Opinion lead you. When beſides your fly- 


ing in the Face of all Divine Authority, ſo plain 


F againſt 
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againſt You ; What a Task do you find even for- 
God himſelf! For as nothing is more apparent, 
then that he ſets up the Princes and Rulers: that 
reign over us. Les, as a Sparrow falls not to the 
Ground without the Will of the Almighty, much 
leſs can we ſuppoſe, a Prince can aſcend a Throne, 
without the Concurrence of the ſame Divine Will, 
and conſequently. by his Immutable Decree, And 
yet at the ſame time, you on your Side can ſuppoſe 
your ſelves bound to transfer your whole Affections, 
Deſires and Duty to what he has not, and poſſibly. 
never will ſet up. If any ſuch Transfer or Alie- 
nation of your Duty cou'd be enjoyn'd you by any: 
Divine Precept or Obligation, what's this but ma- 
king the Commands of God contradi& his Decrees, 
in preſcribing us that Obedience, which even he 
himſelf, by his own Diſpenſations, renders wholy. 
JJ On ee? 
A As our. inſpired Writers therefore have declar'd, 
There is no Power but of God, and all Powers are. 
of his Ordination, what leaſt ſolid Argument can 
you pretend to raiſe, That any inviolable Preſer- 
vation of an unbroken Line of Soveraign Birth- 
right either is or indeed could be commanded of 
God. No, Brother, never wonder at the utter 
Silence of our whole Divine Records on that Sub- 
ject. For as paſt, preſent, and to come, lie equal- 
ly before th' Almighty BEING; and conſequent- 
ly in his Divine Foreſight he had wilPd, and 
thereby decreed ſuch Changes: both of Governors 
and Governments thro? all Ages, and thro' all Na- 
tions; He neither did nor indeed cou'd commiſſion 
any of his inſpir'd Law-givers to lay down. any: 
| . | Par- 
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particular Divine Commands or Directions on that 
Head. No, as much Merit as there may be in 


Lineal Deſcent, and uninterrupted Birthright, how- 
ever ſuch have been the various Diſpenſations of 
his Providence in the ſeveral Revolutions thro”the 


World, that have again and again broke through 
that Deſcent : And nevertheleſs as *tis declar'd, 
that all Power, (in or out of Lineage) is equally 


of God ; I hope, Brother, you will not be San- 


guine enough to maintain; That the Power and 


Right are ſeparate, a Power acknowledg'd to derive 


from no leſs than an Almighty Founder, and yet 


with no Claim of Right or Title to ſupport it, be- 


ing a Notiona little too chimerical. 5 
And what tho' in Relation to the Variety of Go- 


vernments and more various Tempers and Qualifi- 


cations of Governors, it may be ſaid that many a 
cruel and barbarous Prince or Potentate, have been, 


by his Divine Decrees, ſometimes ſet Rulers over 
Mankind; ſuch an Ordination however cannot in 
the leaſt reflect upon the Juſtice or Righteouſneſs 
of his Decrees. No, tho' the Power and Sove- 


raignty be wholy the Gift of God; the Abuſe of 


Power, and Miſdeeds of Soveraign Heads are al! 

their own. Nay, there may be that Caſe, as in 
the primitive Perſecutions of the Chriſtians, That 
as Sanguis Martyrum Semen Eccleſiz, The Blood 
of the Martyrs had been decreed ſhould be the 
Seed of the Church, (being indeed no more then 


what our Saviour himſelf foretold to his Diſciples 


in their Sufferings for his Name, Gc.) Who 


ought to queſtion but the bloodieſt of 'Tyrants, a 


Nero, and Caligula, were equally by Divine Ordi- 
| 8 „ nation 


L 20 1 


nation ſet up Emperors of Rome, as David and So- 


lomon Kings of Fudah, _ 
As thus far, Brother, I have laid theſe plain E- 


vidences, theſe manifeſt and See Vir 3g Truths 


before you, enough to confute any thing but the 
moſt hardened Effrontery, give me leave to expreſs 
my juſt Aſtoniſnment, to think that the whole 
Body of our Orthodox Clergy, ſhou'd agree in the 
deepeſt Fundamentals of our Faith, as that of the 
Trinity, the Incarnation, the Real Preſence, &c. 
Tho? all theſe ſo far above our human Penetration, 
and fo wrapt up in the profoundeſt Myſtery ; never- 


theleſs there can be a diſſenting Party amongſt 'em, 
that can ſtumble at a Straw, and ſtagger at plain 


and even moſt viſible Fact, ſuch manifeſt Proof for 


their Conviction. 


Who, at leaſt what learned Man, can pretend 


Ignorance in all the various Conſtitutions, and as 


various Changes of Government through the 
World, all preſented before him in a fair Hiſtorical 


Light, and then turning to our Evangelical Oracles, 


find the Doctrine of Obedience to Rulers and Go. 
vernors, ſet forth in all that Plainneſs, that open 
Diſcovery, not ſo much as couch'd even in a Para- 
ble, and ſo expreſly directing and bounding our 


| Duty to the Powers in Poſſeſſion, that hold the 


preſent Authority over us; and yet continue ob- 
ſtinate againſt Demonſtration it ſelf: What ! lay, 


can hold out in ſuch perverſe Contradiction to the 


clearer enlighten'd Reaſon of their worthier Bre- 


thren, the Fellow Labourers in the Goſpel with 
them, but downright willful Blindneſs. 5 


And 
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And here, Brother, would you ſet but a true 
Glaſs before you to ſee your own Pictures, what 
Load of Dirt will you find has your Party thrown 
in their own Faces, even in one particular Con- 
duct? For as your ſelf, and indeed the whole 
Clergy have never been wanting in exerting their 


_ Elective Privileges, in all our late Call of Parlia- 


ments, thro' the whole three laſt Reigns: Me- 
thinks your very Pride ſhould diſdain to joyn with 
what you call Uſurpers, eſpecially in that ſtron- 
geſt Supporter of their Crowns, their Legiſlature. 
_  Befides your fo joyning with them looks either 
like your Recognizing their Rightful Titles, or 
otherwiſe aiding and maintaining them in their 
unjuſt Uſurpations, either of them not much to 
your Credit, or the Reputation of your Cauſe. 
However, as our ſeveral Parliaments even to a 
nemine contradicente, have declar'd their repeated 
Reſolution to uphold and defend the Settlement 
in the Proteſtant Line of Succeſſion, and have 
been never wanting in any thing conducing there- 
unto: By Virtue therefore even of your own ſe- 
le& Repreſentatives concurring in that Reſolution, 
what have you leſs then made this very Line of 
Succeſſion your own Eſtabliſhment? And conſe- 
quently in your warmeſt Zeal for your dear Idol 
abroad, you are ſhamefully attacking your own 
Act and Deed: Ay, and no leſs than daily making 
new Laws and new Fences, againft that Head you 
want to ſee incircled in a Crown, 


"= ab But, Brother, this laſt Blot is one of your leaſt 


Faults: And indeed all I have urged in my Diſ- 
courſe hitherto, tho' on this important Subject, 
To „„ „ even 
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even the Weakneſs of your whole Foundation, is 
more for detecting and confuting your Erroneous 
Opinion, than chaſtizing you for it. I muſt now 
proceed to lay a more Capital Charge againſt you, 
and accordingly you muſt expect to hear me treat 
you with a little more Severity, 
Blut firſt to point out the Offenders, before we 


_ arraign the Offence, we muſt be forced to look 


into the preſent State of our Clergy. Here we 
ſhall find, that as no Man is admitted into the 
Orders of Prieſt hood before ſuch an Age; and *tis 
fo many Years ſince King VILLIAM's Acceſ- 
ſion to the Throne; it will thereby appear, that 
our Divines under Fifty Five Years received their 
Ordination in one of the Three laſt Reigns. In 
ſuch a Comprehenſion of Time we may modeſt] 


compute, that at leaſt Six Parts of Seven of the ; 


whole Clergy exceed not that Age. And there- 
fore *tis amongſt this Junior and Larger Liſt- we 
mult ſeek for the main Band of Mutineers amongſt 
us. 1 | | 
Here to trace up your unhappy Principles to 
their Fountain Head; we will not entertain ſo 
poor a Thought of you, as to believe, that any 
2 Inis Fatuus, any Illumination either from 
Perth or Preſton, (neither converted by Mar, or 
Foſter) brought you over ſuch paſſionate Devotes 
to the Pretender. No, Brother, as you took not 
our Holy Orders till at ſuch a full Ripeneſs of 
Yan, and furniſh'd with all ſuitable Learning to 
capacitate you for ſerving at the Altars of God, 
it was. impoſſible you cou'd be ignorant, whether 
| you took them in the Reign of a Lowful Prince 
AT. Ou gs 
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or an Uſurper : And conſequently you muſt bring. 
„our AﬀeRions and Averſions along with youf 
Now knowing that there lay both an Oath of 
Allegiance, and another of Abjurarion, (Oaths os 
that kind being no more than all Government. 
provide for their own Defence) Two ſuch fright. 
ful Uſhers to hand you into your Miniſtry, the 
one obliging you to ſwear Fealty to a Power that 
was your utter Abhorrence; and the other to dif- 
claim and renounce what carried your whole De- 
votion ; what hard Mouths muſt you bring with 
vou to ſwallow and digeſt Two ſuch tough Oaths. 
Nor is Perjury alone a neceſſary Footſtep to 
mount you to the High Altar. No, Brother, 
yours being no volatile Mercury, as you reſolve 
to keep up your Characters, what a neceſſity is 
here laid upon you, through the whole Liturgy 
in ſo many repeated Prayers for his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, and his whole Line of Succeſſion, &c. All 
which are ſo far from the Language of your Hearts, 
that if we may call them Prayers, at leaſt from 
ſuch Mouths, at beſt you deſire the God you ad- 
dreſs them to, to read them, like what we ſay of 
the Prayers of Witches, backwards, 1 
I have met this Inſcription over the Front of 
one of the publick Theaters, Totus Mundus agit 
Hiſtrionem. The whole World copies from the 
Stage. Player. How much ſoever this Vizard Face, 
like that of the Comedian's borrow'd Look, may 
be worn amongſt the other Ranks of Mankind, I 
ſhall not diſpute, But give me leave to be heartily 
 forry to ſee, the greateſt 85 moſt notorious Mimick- 
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ty and Grimace perform'd in our Churches, no 


leſs than in the Pulpit it ſelf. 


I have often heard you, Brother, extreme loud 
againſt the Presbyterians as ſo many Hypocrites, 


Wolves in Sheeps-cloathing, 1 whole Devo. 


tion meer Whine and Cant, exc. My preſent Bu- 


ſineſs is not to enter into the Merits of thoſe hard 
Names ſo plentifully thrown upon them: How- 
ever, permit me to be a no little Mourner to ſee 
the vileſt Cant and Hypocriſy, not wholy (as you 
pretend) confin'd to the Conventicle : No, Heav'n 

knows, too much of it crept into our Churches, | 


at leaſt thoſe Churches under your own Juriſdi- 
ction. 

Alas, Brother, how muck more preferable had 
the Choice of a Plough-tail been, before ſuch 
Ecclefiaſtick Qualifications, the honeſt Bread got 
by the Sweat of a Brow, not by the Burnings of a 
ſeer'd Conſcience. For willful and premeditated 


Perjury can have no other Foundation. And all 
this poſſibly for a Living of 50 or 60 l. per annum, 


a ſinall Pittance of Bread ſo dearly paid for. Nay, 
and to be acquir'd with no leſs than the Study of 
a whole Youth, and perhaps in too many of you, 


with. the whole Stretch of a Father's Purſe, and 


all, Heav'n knows, only to rig out a Son for a Per- 


ur and a Hypocrie, 


What an Occaſional Conformity 3 is here with a a 


i Vengeance 


We have read of that pious Mother in the Mac- 15 
cabees, whoſe whole Nurſery, rather then pollute 
their Lips with the Taſt of Swine's Fleth, as for- 


bidden by the Fees Law, cou'd expoſe them- 
ſelves, 


ſelves, as lo many young Martyts one after an- 
other to the moſt exquiſite Torments. Not that 
I inſtance this as a Pattern for you. For I nei- 
ther believe you Maſters of Courage enough to 
Front the Face of Martyrdom; nor is there any 
Danger of your ever being calfd to it. But me- 
thinks, when meer Infants cou'd ſet you fo bright 
a a Sample of Hardy Firtue in fo Religious a Cauſe; 
at leaſt it might have deter'd you from ſuch woe- 
ful Falſification both with God and Man,) and all 
for ſo wretched a Temptation; eſpecially when 
the whole World lay before you for ſome honeſter 
Application for the earning of your Bread, And 
if any ſuch Oaths had then purſued you to any ſuch 
more private Station of Life, the very Blame of 
your taking them, as wholy compell'd, and poſſi- 
| bly under too prefling a Neceſſit for the Quiet of 
Life, wou'd have heen ſomewhat extenuated; a 
Fault a little more excuſable, VO 
Beſides, Brother, Yours is ſuch an Aggravation 
of Guilt, no leſs then a Career of Wickedneſs, 
never to be check'd nor ſtopt. Sins of Human 
Frailty, ' tho® of the deepeſt Dye, (as the ' moſt 
Righteous may have a Fall) thro' the Mercy'of a 
forgiving Heav'n, by Tears and true Penitence 
may be waſh'd off. But at your Admiſſion into 
the Prieſthood, thro* fo dreadful an Introduction 
to it, (a dark Portico to a Temple!) ' You enter 
into 'a Courſe of Iniquity, putting on that Habit 
vou never intend to leave off, but wear it as you do 
your Skin, to your Grave, with a firm Reſolution 
againſt all Thoughts of Repenrance. -- *Tis not 
like the committing an Act of Adultery : No, tis 
H | bring- 


E 


bringing home the Adultreſs to your Houſe, to fix 


her in your Family, and conſort with her for Life. 
Tes, Brother, you never enter into a Houſe of 


Prayer to the Performance of your Sacerdotal Of- 
fice, but you bring the ſame Perjuror ſtill, and 
the ſame continued Maſquerader even with GOD 
himſelf. 5 . 

We have been told, that the Romaniſts, for 
ſome important Service to their Cauſe have ob- 
tain'd Diſpenſations to die with a Lie in their 
Mouths. | know not what Stretch they may have 
made in ſuch a Service: But this I am well aſſur'd, 
That you and your harder Brethren aſſume a much 
larger Diſpenſation, viz. Both to live and die 


with a Lie in Yours; at leaſt if you die in the 
Exerciſe of your Function. For your Mock- 
prayers for King GEORGE muſt hold to your 


laſt. This Diſpenſation of yours in that kind I 


will not preſume to ſay, You received, as the o- 
thers are ſuppos'd to do theirs, from the Pope. 


No, Brother, to trace it up to a more Genuine 
Fount, *tis a ſecret Commiſſion undoubtedly gran- 


ted you, from a much darker Preceptor and In- 


Rendo. e ark 40; 
And here, Brother, to take down a little of 
your Pride, As vainly as you fancy your Selves 
the brighteſt Ornaments of our Church, eſpecially 


from your boaſted Merit of being ſuch wonderful 
Loyaliſta, planted there, no doubt, like Nebuchad- 


nezar's Image with all Heads of Goll, I am ſure 


by the Courſe you take for your Admiſſion into her, 


you move but upon Feet of Iron and Clay, Yes, 


Brother, in your wretched Service at the Altar 


how 
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how do you diſgrace the Houſe of God, more than 
the Money-changers, and the reſt of the Merce- 


nary Crew, that our Saviour once ſcourg'd out of 


it. Their Bufineſs and Vocation had been no 
ways unlawful on any other leſs hallowed Ground. 
But Hypocriſy and Perjury are every where an Ab. 
omination. oo oo 5 

And now, Brother, let me modeſtly ask your 
felf and the reſt of your Janus. faced Brethren this 
one ſerious Queſtion. Who were the honeſter 
Men, the Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, thoſe An- 
tique Sons of Levi, who with a bare-fac'd Aﬀer- 
tion of their Rebellious Murmurs, boldly and o- 
penly declar'd againſt their Moſes and Aaron, then = 
the Leaders of the People of Iſrael, that they 


|  wou'd not have thoſe Men govern over them; or 


| thoſe of our Modern Levitical Tribe, who pub- 
lickly pray for that Governor, whom in their 
Hearts they curſe, Tis true, You particoated Gen- 
tlemen have one ſtrong and unanſwerable Plea on 
your Side, viz. That you carry on your Mur- 
murs with Impunity, have the peculiar Happineſs 
of living in that Age of Divine Mercy, that no 
immediate Arm of Vengeance is waked againſt you. 
No, Brother, to cheer up your Hearts, you ſtand 
upon ſure Footing : The Ground holds firm be- 
ERC ß. 22040767 
Well, Brother, to ſum up your whole Merits 
in this Cauſe. If ſwearing Allegiance to a Prince, 
to whom you never intend truly and cordially to 
pay any; and on the other Side, ent'ring into a 
Solemn Abjuration of that very Perſon, to whom 
all your ſecret Wiſhes, and the whole Deſires of 
your 


tend even to the leaſt Shadow of an Lxcule, 
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your Hearts, are devoted, and whom you want 
to ſee mounted on the Throne ; can be thought no 


Sin, or at leaſt that venial one, as gives you no 
Scruple or Heſitation againſt it: And like wiſe your 


living and dying in a daily and conſtant Practice 


of Hypocriſy, even in your moſt folemn Addreſſes 
to the very Throne of Heaven, can be ſuch another 
trifling Peccadillio too: What do you leſs then 


charge even God himſelf with Inveracity? For, if 
according to your Faith the repeated Denunciations 
of our Saviour againſt Hypocrites were all meer 

empty Blaſts, only a little Potgun Thunder (as 


ſuch they muſt be to give your Conduct even the 


leaſt Juſtification) how wretchedly do you treat 


our bleſſed Redeemer even below the Socinian or 
the Arrian; not only robbing him of his Divinity, 
but denying him his very Truth too; An Indig- 
nity not to be offer'd, at leaſt to an inſpir'd Prophet, 


tho' of much humbler Extraction: No, tho' he 
had been no more than the Son of Foſeph the Car- 
WWW 2 JJ 

Lock you, Brother, you and the reſt of your 
motly Breed may flatter your Selves with what- 
ever feint Ideas of the Oracles of God deliver'd from 
his own Mouth, as the faireſt Argument to palli- 
ate your dark Cauſe with. But 'tis my Adviſe to 


vou, to think again, and examine your Conſcien- 
ces; whether tho' your Selves can practiſe ſuch 

vile Prevarication; You can truly believe that 
God can do ſo too. Ay, Brother, all this low 


Conception of the Author of our Salvation, no 
leſs than the Second Perſon of the Godhead, muſt 
be a main Article of your Creed, wou'd you pre- 


But 


. 

But now, Brother, as 1 have thus far and thus 
juſtly arraign'd this more heinous Part of your 
Character: Alas, here are thoſe more unhappy, 
and all too mournful Circumſtances behind, not 
yet accounted for, -- The Juſtice due to ſuch fla- 
grant Iniquity, terminates not in the expoſing the 
Crime or correcting the Criminal, Your Malady 

has a yet more difuſive Malignancy, attended by 

no leſs then a whole Train of ſubſequent Miſ- 

chiefs. - VVV e 

Les, Brother, to diſplay the whole malignant 
Aſpect your Conduct and Behaviour have had; 
Lou have thrown that Contempt upon the Clergy 
as an Age will never be able to wear off; fix'd no 
leſs then a Scandal upon the Church of England, 
and given a Shock even to Chriſtianity it ſelf. 


Truly, Brother, this is a hard Charge upon you, 


but upon due Examination you'll find it a very juſt 

one. 5 „ 
For Inſtance, To begin with the very Atheist. 
Who but your Clan and your Morals not only en- 
courage him in the Disbelief of a God, but in a 
high Meaſure furnith him with Arguments to 
confirm his Infidelity, For as it has been a con- 
ſtant By-word in the Mouths of thoſe profeſt Li- 
bertines, That Religion is only a Piece of Prieſt- 
craſt, and the Exerciſe of it a meer Trade; What 
Occaſion have you given them of ſtrengthening. 
themſelves in that Impious Scurrility ! Ay, how 
many have we of our Spiritual Guides amonſt us, 
that by their Principles and Practice too plainly 
demonſtrate, that either they believe there is no 
God at all, or at * not that God they proven 
| | OD Um. 
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him. For Example; whilſt with all that ſtudied 


Eloquence they declaim to their Auditors againſt 
every minuteſt Sin, ſetting forth the Dread of an 
avenging God, and the Eternal Flames he has pre- 
par'd, G. They are ſo far from feeling in them 


ſelves any great Matter of Terrors from either of 
them; that they can plunge into downright Per- 


jury, and all for a little Worldly Ends: Nay, 
and treat an Almighty Being in the moſt ſolemn 


Service at his very Altars with Banter and Farce, 
making their very Prayers a Medley betwixt Jeſt 
and Earneſt. And here, what can the Libertine 


ſay leſs, then that if in the higheſt Eccleſiaſtick 


Station amongſt us, no leſs than the Profeſſors of 
Divinity, and thoſe that wou'd be thought the 


ſtrongeſt Believers, with all their boaſted Sanctity 


dare look up to a Supreme Power with thoſe hardy 
Fronts; why ſhould they that rais'd their Eyes 


no higher than to the Gratification of their Sen- 
ſes, meer Men of Pleaſure, be Cravens and Da- 
ſtards. 5 ; 


Alas! When in ſo Sacred a Character as that of 


the Prieſtly Office, the Diſpenſers of the Heaven- 
ly Precepts, the Oracles of our Holy Religion, can 


make themſelves a Jeſt to the World; it goes a 


great way, but with too many to make a Jeſt of 
— = c I 

Turn next to the publick Oppreſſions now 
reigning in the World. Trace the Miſer and the 
Uſurer up to all their ill-gotten Wealth: Do they 
not juſtify or at leaſt excuſe all their Exactions 


and Cruelties from the notorious Precedents you 


and your Tribe have ſet ſo glaring before them ! 
14 Do 
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Do they not ſee how many we have of thoſe that 
make it the Study of their Youth to capacitate 
them for the Miniſtry of the Goſpel amongſt us, 
but in their Principles ſo utterly unqualify'd for 


that Office, when nothing lies before them but 


their Entry to it through willful Perjury ; nay, 
and a Neceſſity of wearing the vileſt Face of Hy- 
pocriſy both with God and Man; and all this har- 
dy Sacrifice of a good Conſcience for ſo triflng a 


Worldly Intereſt. 


And here ſhall not the ſevereſt Extortioner tell 
you : He makes no ſuch Stretch. He thanks God 
he has no Breach of Oaths to front him in his 

Dealings with Mankind: He owns, indeed, he is 

a hard Man, and uſes all Poſſible Induſtry to fill 

his Coffers ; nay, and perhaps the utmoſt Severi- 

ties, whether by Seizure or Goals to get his own. 

And what then! Though Summum Fus has contra- 

cted the hard Name of Summa Injuria, tis Jus (till g 


and the Law, and that in a Chriſtian Kingdom too 


upholds him in it. And the worſt the World can 
ſay of him, is, that he uſes his ableſt Endeavours 


to amaſs his Thouſands and Ten Thoufands like a 


kind and careful Parent for the Support of his 
Children and Poſterit yx. 5 
For one Unhappineſs more. As the Diſcovery 
of ſuch notorious Blots tho' but in a Part (and we 
hope much the leaſt) of our Orthodox Clergy, 
goes a great Way to the leſſening the Dignity and 
Reputation of the whole Order: How many of 
the brighteſt Luminaries of our Church may have 
the unhappy Aſperſion thrown upon them, of 
being touch'd with your own Teint; when the 
publick 
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publick Jealouſy rais'd on ſuch an Occafion looks 


' but too often thro' a multiplying Glaſs, And as 


all are not Friends to the Church, fo Enmity is 

never wanting to improve and exaggerate all popu- 

lar, at leaſt malicious, Suggeſtions. 1 24:10 
For yet more Malevolent Influence ſtill, As fo 


many of you in your Station, that ſhou'd be the 


leading Lights of the World, on the contrary, 
The Daily Sacrifice you bring to our Altars, too 
like that of Cain, carries ſo much of the Sheaf of 
Stubble in it; Here, as there is never wanting a 


dark Whiſperer at every Man's Elbow, ready to 
lay hold of every leaſt Argument, and Inſinuation 


to enervate our Devotion: To ſee therefore, thoſe 


that ſhou'd lead the Way, drive with ſuch flack 


Reins, as if the Work of Religion were ſo ſlight, 
and the Paſſage to Heaven fo eaſy, it gives but too 


prevailing a Temptation to frail Mortality to copy 


from ſo looſe an Original; and conſequently ren- 
ders the Performance of our Chriſtian Duty more 
languid and Lifeleſs ; inſomuch, that the preſent 
Decay of Piety amongſt us, is in a high Meaſure 


owing to the rueful Patterns you ſet us. 


Nay, for yet greater Fatality {till ; how do you 
and your Sociates labour even againſt your ſelves ! 


Conſider, Brother, how many tender Conſciences 


are naturally apt not to be over fond of truſting the 
Care of their Souls with thoſe Spiritual Directors 
that have ſo flight a Care of their own. 


Here 


ST 

*" Here indeed, Tou may Rave ſome Reaſon (as 
Lou pretend) to fear the Growth of Pre. bytery 
Ay, too murh of it, God knows; of Your own. 
planting. For to be plain with You : Inſtead of 
making Your ſelves thoſe ſhining Lights that Men 
may fee Your Good Works; as You manage it, 
You take Care to make Your Darkneſs fo lour, as 
to ſcare 'em with Your Bad ones. Infomuch, that 
from the frightful Examples You ſet before them, 
the Weak and the Unwary are too apt to find much 
fairer Attractions in any other Communion” then 
„ > nr Wy LN IT 
Tes, Brother, as highly as You and the Reſt of 
Your own wayward Fraternity, value Your ſelves + 
for being thoſe ſtrenuous Champions of the Church 
of England, the Miſerable Figures You make in 
her, unhappily contribute to a quite contrary 
Cauſe. Nay, the very Diſſenters themſelves, in- 
ſtead of being angry with Youat all the long Out- 
cry You have made againſt them, whether in or 
out of Your Pulpits, ought rather to be thankful. 
to You for the ample Amends You make them, in 
this one peculiar Service You do them  _ 

But here, Brother, as we are ſpeaking of Preſ- 
bytery, I muſt come to a very ſerious Argu ment 
with You upon that Head, in diſcourſing a little 
upon the Fears and Jealouſies, that You and I maß 
ſay, only You and Your Party have ſtarted in re- 
preſenting that the Church of England lies under 
no leſs impending Danger, then of being under- 
min'd and ſupplanted by that only Sect of our Diſ- 
ſenters, the DOS; Nay, ſome of — : 
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publick Jealouſy rais'd on ſuch an Occaſion looks 
but too often thro' a multiplying Glaſs, And as 


all are not Friends to the Church, ſo Enmity is 
never wanting to improve and exaggerate all popu- 

lar, at leaſt malicious, Suggeſtions. 75 1 
For yet more Malevolent Influence ſtill. As ſo 
many of you in your Station, that ſhou'd be the 


-» 


leading Lights of the World, on the contrary, 
The Daily Sacrifice you bring to our Altars, too 
like that of Cain, carries ſo much of the Sheaf of 


Stubble in it; Here, as there is never wanting a 
dark Whiſperer at every Man's Elbow, ready to 
lay hold of every leaſt Argument, and Inſinuation 
to enervate our Devotion: To ſee therefore, thoſe 


that ſhou'd lead the Way, drive with ſuch flack 
| Reins, as if the Work of Religion were fo ſlight, 


and the Paſſage to Heaven fo eaſy, it gives but too D 


_ prevailing a Temptation to frail Mortality to copy 


from ſo looſe an Original; and conſequently ren- 


ders the Performance of our Chriſtian Duty more 
languid and Lifeleſs ; inſomuch, that the preſent 


Decay of Piety amongſt us, is in a high Meaſure 


owing to the rueful Patterns you ſet us. 


| Nay, for yet greater Fatality ſtill; how do you 


and your Sociates labour even againſt your ſelyes ! 


Conſider, Brother, how many tender Conſciences 


are naturally apt not to be over fond of truſting the 
Care of their Souls with thoſe Spiritual DireQors 
| that have ſo ſlight a Care of their own, 


Here 


© Here indeed, You may have ſome Reaſon (as 
You pretend) to fear the Growth of Pre. bytes ; 
Ay, too much of it, God knows, of Your own 
planting. For to be plain with You : Inſtead of 
making Your ielves thoſe ſhining Lights that Men 
may fee Your Good Works; as You manage it, 
You take Care to make Your Darkneſs ſo lour, as 
to ſcare em with Your Bad ones. Inſomuch, that 
from the frightful Examples You fet before them, 
the Weak and the Unwary are too apt to find much 
fairer Attractions in any other Communion then 
„„ „„ Rv 
Les, Brother, as highly as You and the Reſt of 
_ Your own wayward Fraternity, value Your ſelves 
for being thoſe ſtrenuous Champions of the Church 
of England, the Miſerable Figures You make in 
her, unhappily contribute to a quite contrary _ 
Cauſe. Nay, the very Diſſenters themſelves, in- 
ſtead of being angry with You at all the long Out- 
cry You have made againſt them, whether in or 
out of Your Pulpits, ought rather to be thankful 
to You for the ample Amends You make them, in 
this one peculiar Service You do them. _ 
But here, Brother, as we are ſpeaking of Preſ- 
bytery, I muſt come to a very ſerious Argu ment 
with You upon that Head, in diſcourſing a little 
upon the Fears and Jealouſies, that You and I may 
ſay, only You and Your Party have ſtarted in re- 
preſentirig that the Church of England lies under 
no leſs impending Danger, then of being under- 
mind and ſupplanted by that only Sect of our Diſ- 
ſenters, the Prerbyreriani, Nay, ſome of Your 
Se dd” 


Aok are ful Hardy enough to be very open upos 
that Subject even in our Pulpits.. 


Now, Brother, if this frightful Apparition of 
Tours ſhou'd be only conjur'd up amongſt You, | 


the better to carry on Your Caufe... As to be plain 
with You, You give us à very ſhrewd Suſpicion ; 


that way... For, alas, we. well know, Jou are 
vow'd Enemies to the preſent Adminiſtration ; 
and 'tis but natural Policy in.thoſe. that want Re- 

yolutions to blacken the preſent Government (whe- 
ther by Truth or Falſhood, it matters not, Dolus 
an Virtus, quis in hoſte requirat I) thereby for 
animating and increafing the. Malecontents againſt 
it, in order to ſo much the eaſier Work of a 
Change of Government. And that You are high- 
ly qualified for the promoting all ſuch barbarous 

Calumnies againſt it; You that are daring enough 
to prevaricate with God, can never ſhrink at Falfi- 
fication with Man, at leaſt for ſuch an Important 
Service. If then, as I fay, it be all a Matchia- 

vilian Game play'd upon us, a Spirit of Deluſion 
rais'd to bugbear the Fools of the World, only to 
ſerve a Turn, let me tell You, Brother, it carries 


fo. dark an Aſpect, as ought to ſtrike us with . 


Horrour, 3 5 
But if J may be miſtaken, and perhapy have 
wrong d You in this Suſpicion, (as from the Bot- 
tom of my Soul I with I may have ſo done) and 
that on the contrary, I might more juſtly ſay, | 
That Your Terrours from this Church SpeRer that 


* 


haunts Lou, are no ways fictitious, but Your real 


Fears and Jealouſies; ſhould I proveſo miſtaken in 
You, it would be ſome pleaſure to me ſo far to clear 
3 Lour 
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Your Honeſty, at leaſt in that point. But then, 
on the other ſide, when the Appearance of all this 
louring Storm from that Quarter ſhall be fully 
and throughly inſpected and examin'd, I ſhall be 
forced to reproach You with all that egregious 
Weakneſs, ſet you out ſuch a wretched Sett of 
fearful Ones, as ought to move our Pity, or ra- 
L Sn ninth DES 
And here to fadom the whole Depth of Your 
Frights and Fears; before I enter upon this terrt- 
fying Subject, give me Leave firſt to hope that the 
Spirit of Guixotiſme runs not ſo high amongſt 
You, as to fear that barely the Presbyterian To- 
leration, tho ſupported, by never ſo warm Smiles 
and Favours, fhall threaten any of this wonderful 
Danger to the Church of England. You lye not 
ſure under any Affright, that the Huts and Ta- 
bernacles erected for their Religious Worſhip, ſhall . . 
ever overtop our St. Paul's, or St. Peter's. No, 
Brother, thts Viſion of Danger muſt ariſe, we rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe, from Your Apprehenſion, or fan- 
cied Proſpect of ſome yet more exalted Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Presbytery; no leſs then her ſtepping o- 
ver the Head of our poor loſt Church, and mount- 
ing into her Throne, inveſted with her Regalia, 
her Pow'r, Authority, and all her whole. Rights 
and Poſſeſſions. f n evi gon 4 
To joyn Iſſue therefore with Lou in this Point 
of the Controverſy, Yiz. That Presbytery is like 
to be ſet up the Regnant Religion of the Kingdom, 
and conſequently our own whole Church diſmant- 
led, and her Revenues confiſcated, the Gown muſt 
reſign to the Cloak, and accordingly our * 


diſcarded Clergy be obliged to make Room for 
theſe New Mounters into our Pulpits. i. 


If hence, Your Fear ariſes, pray, Brother, how 


muſt this prodigious: Operation be perform'd? By 
Law? or againſt Law? Certainly not againſt Law, 


by any Arbitrary Eſtabliſhment. "Tis true, there 
was 4 bold Hand that once ventur'd to abdicate a 
whole Colledge; nay, and as boldly to fend ſome 
of our Epiſcopal Paſtours to the Tower; an Eſſay 
dearly paid for; as thoſe being the Iwo Chief 
Articles that coſt him his Crown. But to imagine 
that there can be that yet hardier Adventurer as ſhall 
utterly exclude even Ep:iſcopacy it ſelf; make 
Prize both of our Churches and Colledges, and 
all to equip a New Set of Conſcience-Keepers for 
us: I hope, Brother, no ſuch overſiz'd Gigantick 
Viſion gives You Your Pain. See 
If then, it muſt be perform'd by Law, where 
will You find the Lawmakers? No, toconfront that 


Ridiculous Suggeſtion: As it may be modeſtly 


computed that the whole Body of the Diflenters 
thro all England, make not one Third of the Na- 
tion, and the Presbyterians amongſt them not a 
full Moiety of that Third; are we therefore to 
ſuppoſe, that poſfible a 7th Part of our Engliſh 


Nation ſhall carry the Majority of Members in a 


Britiſh Election of our Legiſlators, No, ſo far 
ſhort of any ſuch Number, that in our Calls of 
Parliaments they never yet could make up their 


own Proportion of Repreſentatives ; ſo much to the 


Contrary, that we may venture to averre, that 
they never yet made a full Scoxe, of as 


hh A 
 Prexbytertmnc; really and truly ſuch, in a whole. 


Houſs of Commons. 
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And that for theſe Reaſons. i As the Inequality 
of their Voices cannot carry an Election whollyto 
their own Inclination, they muſt be forc d to fat 
in with the ſuperior Number of Electors, or other- 
wiſe not chooſe at all All this the Presbyteri- 
ans very well know, and therefore in all their 
Choiſe of Members they have rarely or never at- 


tempted to ſet up a Man of their on Perſwaſion, 


and ſo have been obliged to Vote for one of our 
own Churchmen. Not but they have been zeal- 
ouſly Induſtrious to bar all Perſecuting Spirits 
from that High Iiruſt, and thereupon have been 
waholy inclinable to the Choice of thoſe. Repreſen- 
tati ves whole known Principles of Lenity and 
Moderation might treat them on all Occaſions with 
Mercy and Humanity; and herein by the Con- 
junction of their own Church Brethen-Electors, 
they may often, or at leaſt ſo far, have gain'd 
their Point, Ne Proms oe 
Nay, to make You all Reaſonable Conceflions, 
ve ll ſuppoſe, that ſome petty Corporation, ſtinted 
to but a ſcanty Number of Voters, may happen 
to have a Majority of Presbyterians: lower 
tis twenty to one if their Choice of their Burghel- 
ſes falls not upon ſome Honourable and Wealthy 
Neighbours, even of the Church of England, in 
all Iikelyhood ſome long-tryed Benefactors and Pa- 
trons to their Community. Yes, Brother, their 
Worldly, not wholly their Religious Intereſts be- 
ing conſulted in theſe Cafes © 


= 
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Nay, Brother, here's one Argument of Tu wn 
to diſipate Your empty Fears of any Overpo-wer- 
ing Strength from the Presbyterians in our Legie- 
letie. As the Union of the [wo Aung dam was 

made in that Adminiſtration, when even Your 
ſelf acknowledge the Royal Foundreſs of it, was 
the fartheſt of all our Crows d Heads, from the 
leaſt Leaning, towards Presbytery ; 7 Lou cannot 
but remember how highly, and indeed how juſt- 


ty, the prided Her ſelf in having that Great Work 


accomplitht in her own Reign, accounting it One 
of the Brighteſt Jewels in her Crown. And yet 
tho by that Union even She her ſelf added no 

leſs then Forty ſox Presbyterian Votes, in her Norrh- 


HBritiſb Members, to her Houſe of Commons; and 


. Stxtcen to her Houſe of Lords; we never yet 
heard of her Oun, or her Miniſtrys leaſt Jealous 
Pang, from any Apprehenſion of her weakening 
Her Eſtabliſit Church of England, tho from ſo 
conſiderable a Kirk - Force, then lifted and EnCor- 
porated amongſt us. 
No, Brother, nothiſig has 16 TY no? our 
Bririſb Parliaments TR 2 eee of Presby- 
terians amongſt chem, as the late Eſtabliſit Qua- 
| tification repuir'd of var Members, vis, To be 
worth fo many Hundreds per Annum, if not on 
the very Spot, at leaſt in the County wherever 
they ſtand Candidates for an Election. This has 
Rxt the General Choite amongſt the moſt Wealthy 


and Honourable Families in all Counties, and as 


ſuch moſtly of that Antient Original, who fo far 
from liſtning to any Novelties in Religion, value 


themſelves for Knecling at choſe Eſtabliſnt Altars, 


where 


where their Fat 0 
up to the Church of Ela as Neſtor Iwith the 
A onarchy, and thereby even brighene "by her 
Safferings, and no leſs juſtly entituled to the warm- 
eſt and moſt Vigozpus Protection from her Duty - 
ful Sons. And à8 tis from this Senatory Quali- 
fication fo ſettled (being what no Farmen witl 
ever yeild to recede from) our Church holds one 
of her ſtrongeſt Securities. | 

But now Brother, more and abave this Ma nifeſt 
Truth and Reaſon I have here laid down, give me 


wolli 


Leave to detect the Weakneſs of the moſt plaufiblle 


Arguments, and thoſe but lately ſtarted, for the 
Confirmation of Your long pretended Terrours 
from Presbytery, vis. The late Repeal of thoſe 
Two Laws, that againſt Occaſional — 
and the other the Schiſme Act. | 
Io the Thinking Part of Mankind nothing cer- 
tainly appears more unanſwerable, then that the 
Church of England Members in Both Houſes, 
that Voted for the Repeal of thoſe 4 Laws, 
ated with all the True Spirit of the Engl Trad 
the Patriot and the Loyalift, without any Deroga- 
tion from their own Reli igions Principles, or 4 
leaft Diſguiſe, or Blemiſh in their Charaders of = 
Fearty Sons of their own Eſtabliſht Mother. Nay, 
on the Cantrary, rather Champions of the F aith 
and Worſhip they profeſs. 
For Inſtance. to begin with the Schifme Ad. 
As the Firſt Founders of the Toleration, the Li- 
Bert of Conſcience granted to the Diſſenters, gave. 
it them, without any Reſtraint laid upon them a- 


| gainſt bringing up their Children in their own Be- 
L 2 leif 
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teif, and to their.own:Way of Worſhip, nothing 
is more plain, then that very Schiſme Bill was ei- 
ther the product of the moſt prretched Spight, or 
more. Wretched Timidity, in fo poor ly taking any 
part of what had been ſo kindly granted or permit- 
ted them before. I 
As the Firſt Founders therefore of that Liber- 
ty.conceiv'd no Fears either from Fathers or Sons; 
neither from the preſent Diſſenters nor their Poſ- 
terity after them; who doubts but the Brigkteſt 
Sons of our Church, as diſdaining te ſtoop td ſo 
I poor a Reſumption; and aſham'd of being tax d 
| with either the Malice or Cowardiſe of the Firſt 
| Authours of it; out of a tenderer Point both of 
Fuſtice and Honour, have now by the Repeal of it, 
reſtor d them to their Original Claim of Favour. 
HhHeeſides, the Service of the Nation call'd for it. 
What a ſcandalous Brand would it have been, 2 
Worſe then Mark of Cain ſet upon them. As 
much as to tell em; We Churchmen have grant- 
ed You Diſſenters (tho much againſt our Wills) 
Your Leaſe of Liberty for Your own Lives: But 
we'll take care to ſtop the Breed of You, unleſs 
"You'll be contented to raiſe up Your Children by 
à more illiterate Nurſery at Your own Homes, or 
otherwiſe to ſend them for a more chargeable Edu- 
cation to a Remoter Tutouridge abroad. 
Look You, to repel Offences by Offences ; De- 
crees or Statutes enacted by any Community or 
Government againſt any Thing injurious to itſelf, 
is no more then natural Selfpreſervation. But to 
give diſguſt and uneaſe, and that too by the San- 
| Kton, or rather Injuſtice of a Law, to thoſe that 
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ty in every Exigence | 
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hut of a 1 Years Wear- - 


: And being thus advanced to 


other MIT * "7 29 endet him 
to the Reſt of his Brother Bury ghers, as to be call'd 
up by their Election to that Fader it being 
their unqueſtion d Right" chhobſe him fuel, and 
rherefore no leſs; in all Raon, His own Right th 
accept it: Nevertheleſs, as he lay under the Ob- 
ligation of appearing at our Publick Worſhip du- 
ring the Wear of that Feather; If he made ſone 
tttle Stretch for ſuch an App earänce (for there's 
nothing ſo terfible in the Chutch of England, as 
to fright a Piſſenter, tho poſſibly according to the 
Weakneſs of his Judgment, not PR ations'enongh 
to hold him à Conſtant Communicant chere) Woe 
betide him upon any fueh ſtretch ſo made, if at 
any Time afterwards, the then but in his private 
Capacity, he ſhou'd ever make any p publick Return 
to his own Worſhip: For this 'Otcaſional” Bill, was 
fet up like a Romiſh Inquiſition. 'againſt him, to 
feourge him upon am ſuch Default, as no leſs 
then an Apaſt ate. And why all this Severity? 
Cou d his Kneeling at our Altars do any Service to 
his own' Worſhip? oranyDillervice to Ours > Not 
in the leaſt. Or eov'd the Authority ef a Corpo- 
ration Magiſtrate, (whatever more pompous Figure 
it might make in our Capital City) little exceeding 
that of a Common Juſtice of the Peace, empowr 
him to any Publick' or Private Injuſtice, in the 
pettier Cauſes that might be brought before him? 
No, quite otherwiſe. For the Laws ofthe Land, 
and the Superior Courts of Judicature'were ready 
to gte him all due Ptniſhwent for * ſuch 
NOT: * his WA Duty. 4 « 
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* Beſides In the Reſcinding theſe Two only Re- 

maining Reſtrictions of the Diſſenters entire Li- 
berty of Conſcience, what Greater Honour could 
they do to the Church of England, then thereby 
reinſtating her in her Primitive Luftre, and Beau- 
ty; a Church, now fo N Reform'd, as to 


have thrown away her whole Whips and Scourges, 


her laſt and only Reliques of Rome; and thus tru- 


ly copying her Great Founder in that Brighteſt 
of his Attributes, Merry; treating her weaker 


Brethren with all that Gentleneſs, Humanity, and 


* orbearance; and from thence enriching and a- 


dorning her ſelf with that faireſt of all Divine 


* 1 
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Nor might they leſs Honourably conſider. That 
all other penal Laws are inſtituted wig for 
Crimes committed againſt God. The Rebel 


juror &c all puniſht tho by Humane Laws, yet 
cheifly as Offenders and Tranſgreſſours againſt che 


| Expreſs Laws of God, laid down in his ay 


Commandments, But Diſſent in Religious Opin 

ons and Worſhip is an Offence only againſt Man. 
Man only, declares. it a Tranſgreſſion, and as ſuch 
preſcribes its Puniſhment,” For, alas, the Scrip- 


tural Records, tho the brighteſt Divine Light for 
the whole Chriſtian Guidance, fhine not on all 


| Judgements alike. And conſequently the Coercion 
of. Conſcience in Matters purely of Faith lying 
wholy out of all humane Power, à Chriftian Go- 
vernment oughr to be very tender of uſing Severi- 
ties, more eſpecially in fo vain and fruit lefs a La- 
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Thief, the Murderer, the Adulterer and the Per- 
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But what gives the Deciſive Argument againſt 
all ſuch Severities, is the Article in the Apyflles 
Cxeed, Ibeleive in the Holy Cotholick Church CC. 
An Univerſal Church takes ina large Comprehen- 
fon : So large, that beſides our juſt Objections a- 
gainſt the Notorious Errours and Corruptions crept 
into the Church ef Rome, now ſo fal n from the 
Purity of the Primitive State of Chriſtianity; as 
wide as Sue has ſpread her ſelf thro Chriſtendom, 
we make a Jeſt of her Arrogant Aſſumption of the 
Title of .Catbolick; and conſequently look nat on- 
iy ſtill farther, but llewile for yet clearer Goſpel 
Light within the far larger Circle of the Univer- 
ſal Church, As therefore the Preſent Churches 
thro' the World, at leaſt thoſe that make the Great- 
eſt Figure; beſides our Own are the Lutheran, 
the Calviniſt, and the Remoter Grecian Church. 
Ours being a ſeperate Communion from either of 
them, as differing from them not only in her Rites 
of Worſhip, but in ſome points of Doctrine. And 
therefore the narrower Eſtabliſht Church of Our 
South- Britain, amongſt ſo much a more extended 
Chriſtian Neighbourhood all round her; with 
what common Juſtice. can She pretend to impoſe 
any penal Hardſhips upon Members of the {ame 
perſwaſion with ſome af thoſe abroad, (and all 
declared a Part of the Holy Cathalick Church,) now 
ſprinkled among us, within her own Virge of Do- 
minion, as being Diſſenters from her ſelf; eſpeci- 
ally when ſhe acknowledges her ſelf to he Fallible, 
and thereby out of all Abſolute Aſſurance whe- 
ther She or They are in the Right, in the unad- 
juſted Diſputes, the few unreconciſd Differences, 
8 „%%% =» 


between Them. Beſides, Brother,” we hope it 
may be no Stretch of Chriſtian Charityto beleive, 
that as our Holy Religion has been now propagat- 
ing for near Iwo Thouſand Years, with ſo many 
continued Diſputes between the ſeveral Profeſſours 
of it, and thoſe in all likely hood not to be united 
into an entire Harmony amongſt them to the End 
of the World; undoubtedly thercfore the Religi- 
ous Addreſſes, if perform'd with true Zeal and 
« Piety, to the Immortal Throne, tho' with thoie 
Remaining Differences betwixt the ſeveral Per- 
formers, may {till be found an equally acceptable 
Sacrifice, Nay for one farther Argument tor the 
Abolition of all ſuck Penalties, if only upon Hu- 
mane Policy, and Worldly Confiderations. It 
unhappily bore a very odd Face in our Preſent | 


— Eſtabliſhment, vg. That ſince the late Union of 
South and North-Britain, in the very ſame Ring- 


= ** = 
dom a Presbyterian, as ſuch, on this fide the Twede 


| ſhould be call'd down a Criminal to the Bar; and 
on the other ſide calldup a Judge on the Bench, 
the Magiſtrate on one fide and Culprit on the o- 
ther: And therefore under ſuch an unequal Divi- 
ſion of Favours even from the Conſtitution it felt, 
our Law-makers might reaſonably be inclined, e- 
ven meerly for that Conſideration, to reconcile fo 
wide a Diſparity between them, at leaſt ſo far as 
by taking off ſo invidious a Reproach from our 
Southern Profeſſours of the very ſame Faith with 
their Northern more Exalted Brethen. - - 


And laſtly theſe Ourlies of the Pale ſeemd to | 
claim ſome Grains of Favour from the Publick, 
even for this Merit alone, That we never yet re- 


N ceivd 


i 
f 
1 
5 
| 


eu the leaſt Imelligence oF any Renegadoer 3- 


mongſt them, Spirited over either by Mar or Foſter 


into the late Rebellion. Weu'd we could ſay as 
much of our Own Churchmen----—- They could 


be thankful jn their firmeſt Duty and Obedience 


to the Government for no more then the Tolera- 
tion of their Worſl:ip. But, alas, too many falſe 
Brothers amongſt Ls, can return the blackeſt In- 


gratitude and Infidellity for the Higheſt of Fa- 
yours, no leſs a Bleſling then their whole Protecti- 


on and Preſervation----— Nor have they been want- 


ing in open Hearts and as open Purſes in carryin 


on fo long and ſo chargeable a War: Nay and fo 


zealous for the Honour of the Nation, that not 
contented with ſo hearty a Frankneſs in ſerving the 
Kingdom, they ſeem'd almoſt to mourn the no 
longer Call for. that expenſive Service; ſo far from 


repining at their own Coſt and Expence towards 
it, that they never yet bent the Knee to our late 


Peacemakers. For we never yet heard of any Preſ- 
byterian Addreſs of Thanks for the late Cree 
8 as poſſibly out of a Principle of meer 
good Husbandry, looking upon it (to uſe the Tra- 
ders Expreſſion) as ſomewhat a weak Bargain, 
alias a Pennyworth ſold too Cheap. Not but to 


do Juſtice to the preſent Friendſhip of France, 


more the Merits of the Wiſdom and prudent Ma- 
nagement of Britain's now moſt Gracious Soveraign 


then to any Hand elſe, it has ſo pleaſed the Divine 


Providence to make us an ample Return in the Glo- 


xious Aſſiſtance of that Grateful Nation, now ſo 


Faithful and ſo Potent an Allie to the preſent 


Cauſe of Britain. 


You 


3 TW] . 
You ſee, Brother, for what Conſideration all 
theſe Good Graces from the Publick, both the 
Presbyterians, and the other Diſlenters, in joynt 
Favour with them, have obtain d. Not that it 
ought to give Lou any Shadow of Fear that our 
Senatory Patriots ſtand in the Leaſt inclinable to 
ſet up a Scots Kirk for the Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment of England. So far from it, that the very 
Pride of England would ſtart at the Impudence of 
even the leaſt propoſal that way tending. Tis 
not ſufficient that too many of Your Leven are 
Sow'r enough to cry out at every Start Here's 
Forty One coming on again. And ask them the 
poſſibility of any ſuch Apprehenſion, The im- 
mediate Anſwer is, What has been may be, Wretch- 
ed Keafoners! If what has been, has been too 


dreadful and horrid, for that very Reaſon it ſhall 


never be again. No, the very Alarm of any Mo- 
tion made that Way would put the whole Nation 
upon their Guard againſt it. No overſhameful 
falſe Game will ever de ſuffer'd to be plaid twice. 
And we doubt not but the whole Body of our Beſt. 
Patriots, would look upon the leaſt Eſſay, tho' if 
poſſible, to be legally tender'd to them, towards 
ariy fuch Revolution amongſt us, with that ufter 
Abhorrence, as juſtly to think it a Work of no leſs 
Barbarity, then breaking thro all Right and Pro- 
perty, and tearing the whole Bread from fo many 
JJ... 5 17457 0 
Then, prethee, Brother, fit quietly down, and 
reſt thy ſelf ſatisfied, that all the Laws that are, 
or ever ſhall be made in favour of the Diſſenters, 


Na PH will 


* 


5 1 ; | 
Will never touch the leaſt Tayl of one of thy 
-1'ythe-Ptgs 


But ſtay; not to quit this Argument, I have 
one thort Account more to make up with You, and 
that a very dark one. And here, Brother, I muſt 
lay open the Deepeſt Rancour of Your Soul, in 
that barbarous Inſinuation fo induſtriouſly handed 
round amongſt Lou; an Inſinuation not only ſo ; 
notorious for its Impiety, but no leſs ridiculous. 
even in the Inconſiſtency of it. As if that very 
Prince who values himſelf for being the Champi- 
on of Diſtreſs and Scourge of Ambition, now ſo 
indefatigably es to huſh, if poſſible, the 
Diſquiets of the World, and give Peace to all Eu- 
rope; ſhall at the ſame Time be ſuppoſed to har- 
bour even ſo much as a Thought of Enflaming his 
own Kingdoms, tearing their whole Peace aſunder, 
and unhinging the whole Frame of his own Govern- 
ment (for ſuch would be the Effects of any ſuch 
Attempt) and all this to mount a new Set of Fa- 
vourites, and thoſe ſo minor a Part of the Nation, 
to the Loſs of all Hearts beſides; if followed with 
no other yet more fatal Conſequences, 5 
What a ſorrowful Reflection muſt it be to ſee 
ſuch Folly and Frenzy reign among us, when the 
Empty Dreams of Popular Jealouſie can ſtart ſuch 
Wild and prepoſterous Phantoms? That a Popzſh 
Prince upon a Proteſtant Throne may be tempted 
and drawn into all the pooreſt Artifices, for the 
ſupplanting of our Church to Advance his Own, 
gives us no Wonder, For here's the ſtrongeſt Im- 
pulſe of Conſcience, and no leſs then the Higheſt 
Divine Merit to drive him forwards in ſuch aCauſe, 
| „ * as 


TW. 
as beletving he ſnatches ſo many Souls from Hell 
to add Saints to Heaven 1n the Converts he brings 
over to his Church. 
But for a Proteſtant Pri ince, Las not the leaſt ; 
Temptation to one falſe Step: A Prince who by 
the Fundamentals of his Faith beleives there's Sal- 
vation in all Churches, to ſuppoſe that he ſhall be 
_ Inclinable to diſturb, nay ſubvert the Religious 


Conſtitution of his Kingdoms, and all this violent 


Rupture, to the higheſt Diſſervice to himſelf, but 
to God no ſervice at all; is a Conception fit only 
for the Brains of drownright Idiotifme or Lunacy, 

And now aſter all, if ſtill deaf to all Senſe and 

_ Reaſon, you can poſlibly perſwade Your ſelf truly 

and fincerely to Beleive, that any of this terrible 

Inundation of Presbytery is breaking in upon Us, 

and our Church; I could heartily with You, out 

of a true Brotherly Affection, to apply to ſome 
honeſt Phyſtian to inſpect the true State of Lour 

Health: Lay open but Your Pain, and undoubt- 

edly the Learned in that Science will find thoſe 

Melancholy Symptoms about You, as to Adviſe 

You to a dark Room, and clean Straw for Your 

| Recovery. Ay, Brother, ſuch a Phyſical Oper ati- 

on would be of Great Serviceggvards the Reſtor- 

1 * Right Senſes. _ 

o draw towards a Concluſion, You ſee how 1 
have ſet forth the whole Weakneſs, of Your Cauſe 

(would Weakneſs were all the Champions of it had 

to anſwer for ) A Cauſe, in which You have ſo 
long labour d, and with ſo little Succeſs, *Tis 
true,” You have /got ſome empty, Honour by it, in 

that Gignitieda and diſtinguiſhing Title, You have ſo | 
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ng acquired, and ſo highly Glory in, viz, Higb- 
Churchmen;, an Appellation that when through- 
ly coſidered, is a downright. Banter upon You, 


In my Judgement, and with Good Reaſon on my 


ſide, the High- Churchman ſnould be He that Glo- 


rifies his God, for giving us a Line of Soveraign 
Heads, thoſe True Defenders of our Faith, that 


ſhall both Reign over our Church and Shine in 
Her; fo heartily and ſo effectually ſupporting her, 
as to ſet Her in Earneſt above all Attempts from 
the whole unprevailing Gates of Hel, 
On the other Side, who ſo properly the Low- 
Churchmen, as they who curſe her Deliverers; re- 
pine at her Safety and Proſperity ; want a whole 
Line of Succeſſours, who, tha' poſlibly, at the. 
ſirſt Step into the Thorne,. may not be hardy e- 
nought to enter _ any immediate Outrages a- 
gainſt her, (more their Cowardiſe then Goodneſs;) 
my, and perhaps, at leaſt for ſome little Time, 
ſhallcarry as fair a Face towards her, as Lou do» 
to: King GEORGE in Your: publick Prayers for 


Bim; but in their Hearts looking down upon her 


with the loweſt Hatred and Contempt, as the Mo- 
ther of thoſe Reprodate and Apoſtate Sons, ſign d 
and ſeal'd (as ſo many Hereticks) the Children and 


Heirs. of Eternal Perdition: So far from vouch- 
ſafing her the Honour of owning Themſelves even 


to: much as the Titular Heads of the Church of 
England, that they ſhall throw her from the Ci- 
vil. Government, and give her up'to an entire In- 
dependancy within herſel f. Ay, that's Your 
tirſt Expectation, and indeed, (as too many of 
You have declar'd) the Jop of Your. Hopes: When: 

| every. 


every pooreft Parſon ofa Pariſh, By Virtue oi this 
Independancy hall ſet up for a little Pape, within 


his own tho ſomewhat narrow Pominion.-—What © 


a lengthend Race of ſuch Succeſſors ſhall produce, 
when Time, Growth, and Strenght ſhall have en- 
abled them to tread down-our Church to a Low One 
indeed, we'll leave to the Judicious.. Now, Bro- 
ther to mend this barbarous Miſnomer amongſt us, 
prethee let us fairly change Names, You the Lom. 

Churchmen, and we the High Ones. - is 
Hut here to take Leave of You with a little Good 
Counſel at parting. As nothing can be more plain- 


Iy proved, then that the Divine Commands in 


their Original Precepts of the Duty of Subjects o- 
blige You to a Religious Obedience to the Powers 
that raign over You; ſo. Jou ſee that Heave, by: 
a Chain of Providence has ſo champion'd for the 
Preſent Reigning MAJEsTyY of theſe Kingdoms 
as to have render'd' Your Deſpicable Cauſe ſo for- 
lorne and Hopeleſs, that even whole Nations; tho“ 
of the Romiſh Perſwnſion, have ſo joyn'd in defend- 
ing the preſent Settlement of the Crown, as to be 
ready to battle Your own. Darling, now forſaken 
by God and Man; upon any Attempt of aſpiring 
to the Throne of Great Bruin: Inſomuch that 
Your Expectation of his-Accalhonfto Empire is al- 
moſt as ridiculous as That ef he Turbrat Macha 
for their Mabomets:Reſurr&ion. And therefore, 
dear Brother, let Your infatuated Party run no- 
longer retrograde to Your honeſter Brethren, te 
Morthier Paſtors of our Church; but take ſhame 
— U Selves; beg Pardon, and return to Your 
_ , 8 | 
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ally a Laborious Clergy, and if only ſome E 
Lou, hitherto unhappily miſled, would follow the 
Brighter Examples, long ſbining amongſt Lou; 
and Pray but as honeſtly Lou as can Preach; we 
doubt not but ſuch a Harmony in our Eccleſaſtical 
Guides would draw down Bleſſings both on the 
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